
Can I log into Canvas now 
and what does that look like?
Yes, you have access now, so that you can begin to 
familiarize yourself with the layout of the Canvas 
environment. You will be enrolled in an optional Canvas 
training course (Growing with Canvas) that will help you 
understand and get some hands on experience in this 
new environment. 

You may see “cards” for the courses you are teaching 
this semester and next semester. These are simply 
placeholders, visible only to you, until you choose to 
publish them. There is nothing you need to do with 
these right now. 

You will also see a “My Sandbox” course, which is 
available for you to experiment in, if you wish.  

Pack Your Bags
We’re Moving To Canvas!

Why are we moving to Canvas?
In Fall 2017, the Committee on Information Technology (CIT), Information Systems, and the Center for the 
Advancement of Teaching (CAT), began working together to review the Learning Management System 
(LMS) landscape in higher education and evaluate how well our current platform (Sakai) was meeting our 
needs. After a comprehensive evaluation, including multi-day campus presentations from Sakai and 
Canvas, that included sessions with faculty, staff, and students, Canvas proved to better meet our needs, 
providing an easier and more intuitive experience. Survey results indicated a transition to Canvas would 
be worth the time and effort of migrating to a new system. The recommendation to move to Canvas was 
made and implementation activities began this summer.

What’s the timeline and 
support plan for the 
transition to Canvas?
  If you are teaching in Sakai now, the goal is for 
      you to be teaching in Canvas by Fall 2020.

 To facilitate the transition, there will be multiple 
     mechanisms for training and support, including:
 Online Canvas modules, on-demand training, 
     and discussion groups
 LinkedIn Learning modules
 In-person training sessions
 One-on-one support with your local IT support 
     or Canvas Team Contact

 A key feature of Canvas is a 24/7 support phone 
     line and live chat option.

I want to know more! 
Bookmark canvas.wfu.edu to keep up to date on 
implementation activities, learning opportunities, 
and announcements. 

Contact canvas@wfu.edu with questions, 
comments, and concerns.

1. Move: Work with your local IT 
support or Canvas Team 
Contact and choose to either 
migrate courses from Sakai or 
build courses in Canvas.

2. Learn: Take advantage of 
training opportunities offered 
beginning in October. 

3. Unpack: Whether you build or 
migrate your courses in Canvas, you 
will be assisted in setting up your 
courses to make them yours. 

What if I want to teach in Canvas in Spring 2020?


